[image: image1.jpg]SR
=

DOWNTOWN
ST J O HN'S





September 12, 2011
Dear Parade Participant,

The Downtown Christmas Parade has enjoyed tremendous success over the past several years.  The Parade has grown to include over 100 entries and is now the largest annual event in Newfoundland with crowds in excess of 60,000 people each year.  

This success is due in large part to the dedication of the Organizing Committee, the volunteers and the time and efforts put in by the participants.  It has long been the policy of the Organizing Committee to include as many entries as possible.  However, this phenomenal growth of the Parade has created a number of logistical concerns regarding the length of the Parade as well as serious safety concerns.  Considering the ever-increasing number of requests, we will restrict the number of entries and implement a participation fee of $100.00 to ALL COMMERCIAL ENTRIES.

It is our goal to create a first rate, memorable event that will leave a lasting impression.   Many of the groups who participate do a fabulous job designing and decorating their entries but there are others who have taken advantage of their participation for strictly commercial reasons.   In the past, we have relied on the honour of those participating and have based their approval to participate on the description of their entry that they provided on their application.  Too often what was promised was far from what was delivered on Parade Day.  This does a disservice to those who make a genuine effort and lowers the overall quality of the Parade for the spectators.  The theme of the Parade is ‘Cartoon Christmas’ and we expect all entries to reflect this theme and not what a company or organization does or it’s products. The Downtown Christmas Parade is not an advertisement but rather a community event for children and families. It is a good plan to have a couple of ideas for your entry as we want each entry to be original and special. Therefore, if another group has already submitted an entry very close to yours and it has already been approved by the Parade Committee, then we will ask you to submit your second idea.  With the theme ‘Cartoon Christmas’, there is a wide variety to choose from. 
To ensure the quality of all entries, participants will be required to complete a parade application form and agree to the terms and conditions listed.  We will require a representative to provide his or her signature and verify that the regulations will be followed.  As required by the City of St. John’s, all motorized vehicles traveling in the Parade will also have to provide proof of insurance naming the City of St. John’s as additionally insured (see forms provided).  Vehicles will need $2 million in liability, as required by the City of St. John’s.  If these regulations are not followed then your organization should be prepared to be refused entry on Parade Day.  Our Committee will be conducting float inspections in the weeks leading up to the Parade to offer helpful tips and suggestions.  Floats will also be inspected on Parade Day.

We recognize and appreciate the outstanding effort that has been made by many participants over the years and it is this example of commitment that we will expect from all entries.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at SANTA-HI (726-8244).  
Sincerely,

Gaylynne Lambert

Marketing and Special Events Coordinator

Downtown St. John’s
