2011 Downtown Christmas Parade

Sunday, November 27th, 1:00 pm

General Information

Please Note: ALL DIGNITARIES, PAGENT WINNERS, AND CELEBRITIES MUST TRAVEL IN CONVERTIBLES, OPEN-TOP JEEPS OR HORSE DRAWN CARRIAGES.  IN ADDITION, NO LIMOS, PARTY-STYLE BUSES, MOTORCOACHES, CITY BUSES OR SCHOOL BUSES ARE PERMITTED IN THE DOWNTOWN CHRISTMAS PARADE.

Inclement Weather:  Unfortunately, foul weather can force a postponement.  This is not a decision that the Parade Committee takes lightly but it sometimes must be done to ensure the safety and comfort of participants and spectators.  We ask that you be aware of this fact when designing and decorating your floats.  Special attention must be paid to electrical connections especially if the event proceeds in damp weather.  As well, you may want to choose decorating materials that will be water/wind resistant to some degree.  When choosing and designing costumes for performing groups, we strongly recommend that warm materials be chosen or the costumes are sized to allow several warm layers underneath.  No “warm up” vehicles will be permitted in the Parade.

Postponement:  If you have any vehicles or equipment, you should make arrangements in advance for their availability the following week.  You should also consider a storage space for your float in the event of a postponement.  In the event of severe weather, the Parade will be re-scheduled for Sunday, December 4th.  An announcement will made on all radio stations or you can contact the Parade Information Line at SANTA-HI  (726-8244) or visit www.downtownstjohns.com.  
Theme:  The theme of this year’s Parade is ‘Cartoon Christmas’. When designing your entries we ask you to keep the theme in mind and we expect all entries to reflect this theme and not what a company or organization does or it’s products.  The Parade is not an advertisement but rather a community event for children and families.  Pretend that you are six years old and watching the Parade for the first time.  If you create your entry from that perspective, you will be sure to have lots of ‘kid-appeal’.  Please note that for obvious safety reasons, no open flame of any kind will be permitted.

Awards:  Winners in each category will be notified following the Parade and announced following the conclusion of the Parade and recognized in an awards ceremony which will be held on December 1st at 7:00 pm in the Foran Room at St. John’s City Hall (December 7th is the  alternate date if the parade is postponed).
Parade Marshals:  The Parade Marshals are in place to ensure that the Parade runs safely and can be identified by their blaze orange safety vests.  Please follow their instructions both on the parking lot and along the Parade route.  The marshals will also be responsible for dispersing traffic following the Parade.  Your co-operation will make this operation much easier.

Judging Criteria:

	Floats Over/Under 20 Feet/ Other
	Marching Groups/Bands
	Cheerleaders/Performing Groups

	Originality of Idea & Design
	Musical Performance
	Originality of Routine

	Relevance to “Cartoon Christmas” Theme
	Relevance to “Cartoon Christmas” Theme
	Relevance to “Cartoon Christmas” Theme

	Detail & Authenticity
	Synchronization
	Complexity/Degree of Difficulty of Routine

	Use of Colour, Decorations, and Music
	Appearance & Dress uniform
	Use of Colour, Costume, and Music

	‘Kid-Appeal”
	‘Kid-Appeal’
	‘Kid-Appeal’

	Overall Impression
	Overall Impression
	Overall Impression


