2011 Downtown Christmas Parade

Regulations for Participation

Important Notice

By completing this application for participation, your group or organization has agreed to abide by the following regulations.  Failure to meet these minimal standards will result in your entry being refused permission to participate on Parade Day.

Please Note:  ALL DIGNITARIES, PAGENT WINNERS, AND CELEBRITIES MUST TRAVEL IN CONVERTIBLES, OPEN-TOP JEEPS OR HORSE DRAWN CARRIAGES.  IN ADDITION, NO LIMOS, PARTY-STYLE BUSES, MOTORCOACHES, CITY BUSES OR SCHOOL BUSES ARE PERMITTED IN THE DOWNTOWN CHRISTMAS PARADE.
Application Fee:  Due to the increasing administrative cost of organizing the Parade, we require all commercial entries to pay a $100.00 participation fee.  Non-profit groups and community organizations are exempt from the fee.  This payment (by cash or cheque) must accompany your application.  Groups whose applications are not approved will have the fee refunded.

Commercial Messages:  We insist that all commercial messages be kept to a minimum.  Signage such as “Merry Christmas from the management and staff of ABC Ltd.” is permitted.  However, phone numbers, web sites, promotion of current sales offers, events, delivery service, or corporate vans/vehicles with minimal decoration will not be permitted.  This policy applies to all entries, including float-towing vehicles.

Theme:  The theme of this year’s Parade is “Cartoon Christmas”.  Your entry should be designed in keeping with this theme and have ‘kid-appeal’.  Pretend that you are six years old, design your entry from that perspective.

Design/Decorations:  When considering your design you should give careful consideration to the size of the float.  Floats over twenty feet will require a great deal of decoration and therefore more volunteer hours and greater experience.  Trucks/flatbeds must be completely decorated and include a type of skirting/bunting around the lower portion to cover the wheels.  In addition, we ask that you incorporate the cab/towing vehicle into the design in order to decorate and disguise it as much as possible.  Also, the weather on Parade Day may be a mixed bag of tricks so decorations should be durable enough to withstand wind, snow, and rain.

Santa Claus:  Since all children know that there is truly only one Santa Claus and because he is the star of our show, we insist that no other participants dress in a Santa Claus suit.

Floats:  Parade floats must not exceed 14 feet in height in order to clear overhead wires.  Proper tow vehicles and hook-ups are required when towing a float.  A representative from the Department of Motor Vehicles will be on site Parade Day to ensure that all floats are safely secured.

Walking Groups:  Only walking groups from non-profit, community-based organizations will be accepted.  Commercial groups interested in participating will have to construct a float. 

Giveaways:  In the interest of public safety, participants will not be permitted to distribute giveaways of any kind (candy, promotional material etc.) along the Parade route.  Participants found distributing giveaways will immediately be removed from the Parade and banned from participating in all future Parades.

Support Vehicles:  There will be absolutely no support vehicles permitted in the Parade.  The St. John Ambulance Emergency Medical Team and over 100 volunteers will be stationed along the route to offer any assistance that is required.  Replacement drumsticks, extra clothing, or other support materials must be carried by hand.

Insurance:  All entries with motorized vehicles are required to provide proof of insurance (see attached forms) naming the City of St. John’s as additionally insured, this is a requirement of the City for participation.  Vehicles need $2 million liability.

I understand and agree to these conditions governing my group/organization’s participation in the 2011 Downtown Christmas Parade.  I accept responsibility for the appearance and conduct of this entry and realize that failure to meet these standards will result in participation being declined on Parade Day.

Signed:___________________________   Name(please print):____________________________

Title:_____________________________   Date:________________________________________

